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“If there be any encouragement in Christ, any consolation 
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete:  be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind.”  Phil 2:1-2 

 
 

 
 

 

Highland Drive Christian Church, Jonesboro 
Louise Thomas, President 
 

About 50 ladies from churches in Northeast Arkansas attended the annual salad supper at 
Highland Drive Christian Church in Jonesboro, Monday evening, September 21st. 

 Churches represented were from Jonesboro, Newport, Trumann, Weiner and West Memphis.  

 The ladies of Highland Drive CC prepared their most choice recipes including everything from 
meat salads to sweet salads.  Vance Moore spoke to the group briefly bringing greetings from 
Barb Jones and giving an update on Westside Mission and his plans to be there the following 
week.  

 Rev. Debra Matthews, who is working on her doctorate at Memphis Theological Seminary, was 
the featured speaker.  Her topic was "It's in the Bag," and she told us just as we put everything 
we will need for the day in our purses, we need to pack a bag for Jesus to include "believe, ask 
and glorify" and we will be prepared for life. 

 The West Memphis group of ladies included Teresa Foster, who has just moved back to West 
Memphis from Florida, and Pat Hampton and Donna Wardlow.  We were especially glad to see 
such a good group from FCC in Trumann who are in the process of rebuilding their church 
following a fire – but still took time to come to our salad supper! 

 It was a good evening! Our thanks to everyone who helped make it such a good time of 
fellowship! 
 

 
A Friend Loveth at all Times – Proverbs 17:17 

 
Dear Friends, 

Susan and I want all of you to know how much we enjoyed the MS Retreat last weekend.  
Getting to see so many of you again was a special treat for us. 

We were deeply touched by the memorial service for Bill and by your generous gifts to 
Heartbeats of Faith.  Most of all, we are grateful for the love that you shared with him over the 
years and for your constant support of the work of the church. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at next year’s retreat.  May God continue to bless each of 
you. 

Love, 
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First Christian Church, Newport 
Pam Decker, Arkansas Coordinator 
 
First Christian Church in Newport celebrated its 120th Anniversary with a two day Homecoming 
August 22-23, 2009.  Friends and members enjoyed a picnic under the pavilion at Jacksonport 
State Park on Saturday with lots of food, fellowship and games.  
Sunday was a wonderful day of worship and praise.  Special music was provided by Mrs. Christy 
Fudge, Choir Director at Newport High School and Kathy Sharp Nagel.  We were very happy to 
have Rev. Vance Moore, Regional Pastor, as our special guest.  His message was an inspiration 
for us.  The morning worship service was a repast of wonderful food for our spirits and of 
course, there was an abundance of delicious food for the body at the fellowship dinner, which 
followed. 
 
Our very special guest of the day was Mr. T. S. Stephens, great-grand nephew of Mr. T. S. 
Stephens who was one of the original local people who established a Christian Church in 
Newport in 1889.  The current church structure was dedicated in 1915 and is the third building to 
house the congregation, the previous two having been destroyed by fire. 
 
This congregation would not have survived if not for the efforts of a group of dedicated women 
who called themselves, “Christian Workers.”  For many years women of the congregation 
supported the church by cooking and serving delicious meals to the Rotary Club in the 
fellowship hall of the church.  This was truly a “labor of love,” and although most of those dear 
ladies have had their homecoming in heaven, the few of us who are still here remember those 
days as a wonderful time in our church life.  We built relationships that lasted a life-time and 
learned so very much about what it means to be a “Christian Worker” – a woman with a heart for 
Christ’s Church. 
 

 
 
First Christian Church, El Dorado 
Sharon Speer, President 
 
We have recently elected officers for our group as follows: 

Sharon Speer, President 
Erma Stallings, V-President 
Maxine Johnston, Treasurer 
Marcia Hiett, Secretary 
Kay Shaddock, Study & Teacher 

  
We are currently holding weekly workshops to prepare for our annual Fall Bazaar that is 
scheduled for November 19 from 10:00 a.m. til 2:00 p.m.   We will be serving cheesy chicken 
spaghetti with all the trimmings for lunch along with lots of other baked & jellied goods that will 
also be for sale. 
  
We are also in the process of gathering goodies to fill our shoeboxes for the Samaritans Purse 
Program. 
 



Carole Montgomery 
Mississippi Coordinator 
 
The second weekend in September, the Disciples Women of Mississippi (and a few from 
northeast Arkansas!) met at Duncan Gray Retreat Center just north of Canton, Mississippi.  I 
believe I am safe in saying everyone had a great time – at least I did.  We had a very good 
speaker, K.K. Wiseman, from Nashville, TN (she’s actually a product of the Mississippi 
Disciples church).  K.K. challenged each of us to learn to tell our story which is a great form of 
evangelism. 
 
We also had a Memorial Service for our beloved Past Regional Minister, Reverend Bill 
McKnight.  We received a love offering in the amount of $1050 that will go to his charity of 
choice, Heartbeats of Faith. 
 
We had a great time Saturday night with our Basket Auction, raising $1,626 for the Pickering 
Scholarship Fund.  We had several people who were attending for the first time (love those first-
timers!), some people who came back after several years of absence (love to see old friends), and 
some “younger” women (these are a promise that the Disciples Women shall continue). 
 
All in all, in my estimation the retreat was a great success.  It left me looking forward to next 
year’s Retreat!!  Shalom. 
 

 
 
First Christian Church, Moss Point 
Willie Jean Odom, Southern District Secretary 
 
The DW of First Christian Church of Moss Point hosted a spirit- filled celebration 
commemorating the Fruits of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-25.  There were nine speakers speaking 
on the subjects.  The event was held in April, 2009.  Most of the speakers were Evangelist from 
various coastal towns.  Speaking on the Fruits of the Spirit were as follows:  LOVE-Evangelist - 
Glenda Brooks  
                                     JOY- Evangelist - Renea LaRue 
                                    PEACE-Evangelist - Norwood 
                                    LONGSUFFERING - Evangelist Shirley Smith 
                                    GENTLENESS - Sis Laquanda Jackson             
                                   GOODNESS - Evangelist Kennedy 
                                   FAITH - Evangelist Cleveland 
                                   MEEKNESS - Sis.Bailey 
                                   TEMPERANCE - Evangelist Ethel Davis 
  
Everyone enjoyed the fellowship as well as the messages coming from these women of God.  
The DW of First Christian Church meet every 3rd Saturday under the leadership of Sis. Glenda 
Brooks.   
 
The editors would like to apologize for this article from FCC, Moss Point Disciples Women 
having been left out of the July issue – please accept our most humble apologies!! 

 



Bettie Duhon 
Louisiana Coordinator 
 
Surely the Spirit of the Lord was at Retreat at Tall Timbers.  We could feel His mighty Power 
and His Grace!!!! 
 
The Louisiana Disciples Women Retreat was one that will long be remembered by me and 
probably many of you too.  The Women from Slidell did an excellent job with the planning, 
brought more food that we could eat, took care of all of their duties, and more.  I THANK YOU 
LADIES WITH ALL OF MY HEART. 
 
Susan Lassalle, our keynote speaker, was absolutely, positively, filled with the Spirit of God and 
she blessed us all abundantly with her presentations. 
 
Everyone who attended that I have spoken to have only had good things to say and are hopeful 
that maybe we can have Phase II of this retreat next year.  
 
Begin now to pray and think about Retreat next year.  If you have never attended this could be a 
new experience for you.  If you have attended, it could be a renewing and /or refreshing of your 
relationship with Christ. 
 
Thanks again to ALL who worked so hard to make this a GLORIOUS time for those of us who 
were there.  Peace and Love. 
 

 
 
First Christian Church, Baton Rouge 
Sandy Naylor  
 

A Weekend to Remember 
 
Did you ever experience sitting across a table talking to God for 24 hours?  Well, that describes 
my weekend at Tall Timbers. 
 
Thru the encouragement of my dear friend, Helen Rankin, I went to Tall Timbers for the Great 
River Region Disciples Women retreat.  I have never been to this, or any, retreat before.  I 
always thought “next time”. 
 
The people I met from all over the region are everyday people like me.  It was so incredible to 
see all these women who came together for the same reason – Jesus.  The theme of Keynote 
Speaker Susan Lassalle’s message had to do with “Purpose”.  She covered, in an amazing way, 
every question that has been on my mind on what to do with my life.  By the end of the day, I 
found there was no longer any question about what I want to do with Jesus. 
 
I encourage every woman to treat herself to an amazing journey.  You lose yourself in the 
scenery and feel the peace that is so hard to find.  As church members, experiencing this together 
will be one of the happiest experiences we ever made. 
 



 
Starting This Very Day 

 
Oh, Lord, make me over thru your gentle hands, 
Oh, Lord, make me part of your almighty plan, 

I expected great excitement when you came into me, 
But all that excitement is as gentle as thee. 

 
My mind was determined to be just like you, 

But my heart would not let go of a will that was untrue, 
Then one day they joined together and now they both agree, 

That only you alone can guide this will that’s born in me. 
 

Now I’m learning more each day how to give control to you, 
And enjoy the peaceful thoughts that fill me thru and thru, 
I look forward to my existence and to learn that I can stay, 

With you throughout eternity Starting This Very Day. 

Written by Sandy Naylor 
 

 
 

 

   Sue McKnight & Susan McKnight 
Kenney with K.K. Wiseman 

Avis Phillips 
Vicksburg 

Sarah Fox & Linda Wilson 
 New Birth        Northside           

Ruby Howard 
Zion Rock Former MS Youth—now young women at 

the Disciples Women Retreat! 

Sarah Beth Rials 
McComb 
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Arkansas’ new Workshop Director is Sharon Speer from FCC, El Dorado – welcome aboard 
Sharon!! 
 
The Louisiana Disciples Women are in search of a Workshop Director and a Service Project 
Director – if you know of anyone who has a gift in either of these areas, please contact your state 
Coordinator, Bettie Duhon. 

 

Visitors from Utica CC – Sam 
Wright and Patricia Currie 

Cindy Soroe and her “retreat elves” 

The “crew” from Baton Rouge 

Saturday night worship with  
Essie LeBleu 

 Louisiana Bell Ringers – The Ding-
A-Lings???  

Supplies for Casa Esperanza – this 
year’s state service project 



Disciples Women Financial Information 
 GRR AR LA MS 
Blessing Box 7192.32* 3663.38 1469.14 1304.70 
Service Projects     
   National/International 1377.59 804.99 409.00 163.60 
   Westside 1228.50 804.99 309.91 113.60 
   State  804.99 654.91 740.80 
Retreat Offerings 1,297.65 705.00 289.65 303.00 
Pickering Donations 3421.00 1200.00 595.00 1626.00 
Pickering Scholarships  18 for $1332.50 6 for $225.00 17 for 722.50 
     
Blessing Box Giving – includes BB donations from workshops, etc 
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Joint Cabinet Meeting will be held on February 26-28, 2010 at Duncan Gray Retreat Center in 
Canton, MS.  Please mark your calendar if you’re a member of the cabinet. 
 

SOME workshop dates have already been set:  Arkansas is scheduled to have a workshop on 
May 15th in central Arkansas;   Louisiana is scheduled to have a workshop in Hammond on April 
10th and in Shreveport on April 24th.  Arkansas is in the process of moving their first workshop 
which WAS scheduled on Easter weekend and Mississippi is still discussing when and where to 
hold their workshop. 
 

The Regional office will be closed on November 26-27 for Thanksgiving and again December 
24-January 1 for the Christmas holiday. 
 

The next Encourager will be published in January – the deadline is December 15th.   
 

Retreat dates for 2010: Arkansas, August 6-8 (tentative); Mississippi, September 10-12; 
Louisiana, October 1-3 

 

Regional Assembly 2010: November 5-7, 2010 in McComb, MS 
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Carole Montgomery, Mississippi Coordinator, has been diagnosed with “spider webs” in her 
eye, a condition for which there is no 'cure'.  As Carole puts it, only prayer will fix the problem. 
 

Jennifer Hufford’s  husband, Shannon, was recently in a head on car accident – he is currently 
in a rehab facility and faces months until he’s finally recovered.  Jennifer and her family 
appreciate your prayers as Shannon moves toward recovery.  The Hufford’s are members of 
FCC, Bentonville.   
 

Barb Jones is about to be a Grandma – twice over!!  Son Kris and his wife are expecting in 
March and daughter Kim and her husband are expecting in May.  (she’s already started buying 
baby things!!!!) 
 

 
 



We’re looking for a Quadrennial Steward and a Team Leader 
– young women who are mature, gifted, insightful, creative 
and hard working.  If you know a young woman who “fits the 
bill”, please contact the Regional Office for an application 
form. 

�  A steward is a high school woman who has completed the 11th grade (or recently 
graduated).   

�  A team leader is a woman who has been out of high school for at least one year and is 
18-21 years old.   

Both the steward and the team leader need to demonstrate leadership abilities, a passion to assist 
and a willingness to use her gifts during Quadrennial.  The deadline for applicants is January 15, 
2010 (in the regional office) 
 
A few highlights from www.quadrennial.org: 

�  Enter by January 1, 2010 and be eligible to win a free room at the Sheraton Inn in 
Greensboro!!  Enter by March 1, 2010 and be eligible for a room upgrade at the Sheraton 
in Greensboro! 

�  With over 100 workshop choices at Quadrennial, get registered now as space is limited!   

�  This is a photo of the fabric that the Quadrennial tote bags are 
made of this year.  In the Lingala language “Muklisto Adjali 
Muinda” translates to “Christians are the Light” 

 
In 2002, the Great River Region had 88 participants at Quadrennial;  

in 2006, we had just 47 – let’s bring our numbers back up –  
let’s make our presence known by attending Quadrennial 2010!!! 

 
 

 
Great River Region 

Disciples Women Executive Cabinet 
P.O. Box 192058, Little Rock, AR  72219 
888-241-5531 phone, 501-562-7089 fax 

 
Robin Johnson, President 

DWRobin@grrcc.org 
 Bettie Duhon, LA District Coordinator 

DWBettie@grrcc.org 

Deborah Nunerley, First Vice President 
DWDeborah@grrcc.org 

 Carole Montgomery, MS District Coordinator 
DWCarole@grrcc.org 

Barbara Driscoll, Second Vice President 
DWBarbara@grrcc.org 

 Pam Decker, AR District Coordinator 
DWPam@grrcc.org 

Vivian Bass Bryant, Executive Director 
vivian@grrcc.org 

 Wendy Paquette, Administrator 
wendy@grrcc.org 

Tina Jones, Assistant 
tina@grrcc.org 

 Barb Jones, Executive Regional Minister 
bjones@grrcc.org 

 


