Beginning Spanish for Mission and Ministry

Tentative Course Outline

Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Dates: Once a week for 10 weeks beginning April 20
Place: Casa Oportunidades Nola-120 S. Cortez St.

Week 1: Greetings and Introductions. Meeting new people and asking basic personal information questions—name, origin, address, etc. Spanish pronouns and common uses of the verbs ser and estar (to be). Numbers, letters and basic sounds in Spanish.

(Please note that each week’s lesson will include practice and review of the previous lessons as needed, plus expansion of the themes based on students’ needs, questions, and interests.)

Week 2: People in the family and people in the community. Asking about family members. Asking people’s ages. Using the verbs tener (to have) and haber (there is/there are). 

Week 3: Expressing likes and dislikes, preferences and favorites. Vocabulary to talk about favorite hobbies, sports, music, food, movies and television. Using the verb gustar (to like) querer (to want) and poder (to be able/can).  

Week 4: The kitchen, food and drink. Common foods and things in the kitchen. Sharing food preferences, describing food traditions and favorite recipes. Using the verbs cocinar (to cook) preparar (to prepare) comer (to eat) beber (to drink) and lavar (to wash) Class potluck!

Week 5: Talking about weather, seasons, and time. Telling time. Giving information about schedules and events. Names of the months and days of the week. Talking about birthdays. Using the verbs ir (to go) and venir (to come).

Week 6: Health and well-being. Words for talking about emotions and feelings, illnesses and common problems. Offering help and expressing concern. Using the verbs sentirse (to feel) and necesitar (to need).

Week 7:  Basic vocabulary for rooms and everyday objects, things we use in churches, schools and workplaces. Describing things using common adjectives (big, small, new, old, etc) and colors. Using the verbs hacer (to make) and trabajar (to work). 

Week 8: Locations and directions—describing where things are and explaining how to get places. Important places in the community and everyday activities. Using the verbs manejar (to drive), caminar (to walk), buscar (to look for), tomar (to take).  
Week 9: Review + The future tense—talking about plans and activities in the future. Further topics to be determined by the class.

Week 10: Review + The past tense of ser and estar—Further topics to be determined by the class.  

